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Basic Safety and Security Measures

· Look at your venue with a fresh pair of eyes.  Check all obvious tripping points and obstacles.  Remove those obstacles you can and highlight those you can’t with signs and bright colours (or striped 'hazard' tape).  Don’t forget awkward tables, shelves or steps.

· Check your premises and working methods during the event, check for unnecessarily hazardous things and take action to minimise the likelihood of accidental injury or damage.

· If your studio is at home, block off areas that are not to be entered by your guests.  Use 'private' signs on doors not to be opened, ropes across stairs and directional arrows.

· Clear up clutter.  It will help your venue look more spacious and inviting as well as getting possibly dangerous substances, tools and equipment out of the way.

· Don’t leave fragile objects where people can easily handle (or mishandle) them.

· If you have indicated that visitors may bring dogs, plan ahead as to how you intend to deal with both the dogs and their owners.

· Plan methods of control for your children and pets.  Make sure you can keep them in an area that is safe for them.

· Breakages must be paid for, but make sure that you don’t leave things in places where they could be easily knocked over.

· Protect yourself – it’s extremely unlikely that there will be any problems, but it’s always wise to have more than one way out of your studio in case of emergency.

· If you can persuade a friend to help mind your studio with you, it’s not only safer but more fun!

Insurance

If you opted and paid for public liability insurance during Devon Open Studios when you applied for the event, details of the cover provided is available from the coordinator, Linda, from mid-August (email: openstudios@devonartistnetwork.co.uk)
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